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Annotation: The article touches upon the problem of refor-
mation of doctoral studies in Ukrainian system of higher edu-
cation which should be done in the framework of EHEA. The
structure of the course «Academic writing» and the characteris-
tic of its main components which include European constituent 
for doctoral students are presented. The main objectives of the
course are defined. The general competences of the European
researcher obtained in the course «Academic writing» are char-
acterized in the article. 

Keywords: Jean Monnet Module, academic writing, doctoral 
students, general competence.

Анотація. У статті розглядається проблема реформу-
вання докторантури в українській системі вищої освіти, 
яка повинна здійснюватися в рамках ЄПВО. Представлено 
структуру курсу «Академічне письмо» та характеристику 
його основних компонентів, що мають європейську скла-
дову. Визначено основні цілі курсу. Охарактеризовано за-
гальні компетенції європейського дослідника, отримані в 
курсі «Академічне письмо».

Ключові слова: Модуль Жана Моне, академічне письмо, 
докторанти, загальна компетентність.

Introduction. At present time higher education systems, po-
licies and institutions are being transformed by such processes 
as globalization, Europeanization, internationalization which 
play an important role in the contemporary society and which 
are widely debated in many academic disciplines, as well as out-
side the academic arena. There are important issues to be cons-
idered in higher education: transnational education, internatio-
nal quality assurance, entrepreneurial approaches, regional and 
interregional co-operation, information and communication 
technologies and virtual universities, the rise of new providers 
and issues of equity and access.

Important transformations have occurred in Ukrainian sys-
tem of higher education concerning the doctoral programs. Fi-
rstly, the period of study has become four years. Secondly, the 
new set of doctoral candidate’s competences has been defined;
thirdly, the number of theoretical and practical training credits 
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has come to be 60 and as a result new requisitions for defence 
of dissertations have been recognized. In this regard renovation 
of this problem is determined by modern requirements to the 
quality of doctoral training which implies that the skill of acad-
emic writing in a foreign language is very important. It is caused 
by the demands of society for the experts proficient in oral and
written foreign language in the midst of all those socio-political 
and socio-economic transformations and growth of economic 
and cultural relations with European countries. 

The aim of the article is to define the European orientation
of the structure, the main components of the course «Academic 
Writing» which aims at creating a general competence of doct-
oral students. The following tasks have been defined: to charac-
terize the European orientation of the structure and compone-
nts of the course; to analyze the essence of the term «academic 
writing» taking into account the European approaches to this 
problem; to highlight a professionally-oriented communicative 
language competence of the future European researcher.

Research methods. We have used such theoretical methods 
as the thematic analysis to define the distinctive features and
main principles of the course; to characterize a general compe-
tence of the researcher; the comparative analysis of the essence 
of the term «academic writing» and the main features of the ac-
ademic writing for the future European researcher.

Research Results and Their Discussion. The representatives
from the professor staff of Sumy State Pedagogical University
named after A.  S.  Makarenko took part in the programme Er-
asmus+ in particular the project named Jean Monnet Module. 
The project under the title «Europeanization of doctoral studies
in the field of education: interdisciplinary and inclusive approa-
ches» has been highly appreciated by the European Commission 
and it has become among the winners from different European
countries.

The proposed Jean Monnet Module consists of three interd-
isciplinary courses «Comparative Higher Education: National, 
European and Global Contexts», «Researcher’s Academic Cu-
lture: European and National Contexts», «Academic Writing». 
The aim of the Module is Europeanization of the content, meth-
odological and organizational fundamentals of doctoral studies 
programs by means of introducing European standards of doc-
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toral research in Ukraine and forming inclusive research envir-
onment. The courses have a research-oriented character in acc-
ordance with the research standards of European Research Area 
(ERA), which entails learning each topic through research.

We would like to describe our own research experience co-
ncerning the course «Academic Writing» for postgraduate stu-
dents of Sumy State Pedagogical University named after A.  S. 
Makarenko. Doctoral students in particular non-native Engli-
sh speakers are eager to develop writing skills that will lead to 
academic success in their future scientific research which will
correspond to the European norms and standards. In the cour-
se «Academic Writing» teaching activity addresses the doctoral 
students. The purpose of the study of the discipline is the form-
ation of doctoral students’ vocationally oriented communicati-
ve language competence, which will facilitate the conduction of 
scientific research necessary for writing a dissertation and pre-
senting the results of their research in a foreign language, both 
verbally and in writing.

It is important to highlight the main objectives of the cour-
se«Academic Writing». By the end of the module, the doctoral 
students will:

• form the doctoral students’ professionally oriented comm-
unicative linguistic competences (linguistic, sociolinguistic and 
pragmatic) for ensuring their effective communication in the
foreign academic environment;

• form skills of critical analysis and interpretation of resea-
rches in the field of domestic and foreign theory/history of ed-
ucation and pedagogy, synthesis of new ideas; to communicate 
with the subject of research within an interdisciplinary and/or 
international expert environment; 

• promote the development of self-esteem and self-learning 
abilities, enabling the doctoral students to continue their acade-
mic and professional education in European educational space.

During the course each doctoral student prepares and makes 
a presentation and a report in a foreign language on the top-
ic of his/her research; writes an annotation and abstract of the 
scientific article; prepares a resume, a cover letter; fills in grant
applications; makes oral presentations using elements of critical 
analysis based on read professional foreign literature. 

In the course «Academic Writing» authentic texts and exam-
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ples taken from a wide range of various disciplines are used. Ex-
tensive cross-referencing is provided to assist both teacher and 
students in finding relevant support. All exercises can be done 
individually or in pairs and groups [1, p. 14-15]. 

 In the frame of the course «Academic Writing» doctoral stu-
dents have wonderful opportunities to work independently, with 
a partner or in a team. The exercises can be done either in class
or at home. Critical thinking is emphasized so that students bec-
ome aware of the impact of their choice of words, sentences and 
organizational techniques on the effectiveness of their writing.
The focus throughout the course is on academic writing. Dur-
ing this course doctoral students will have many opportunities 
to study and discuss the examples of English academic writing, 
to learn how important critical reading is in academic writing, 
how to express clearly and directly your ideas [8, p. 219]. 

In the context of our research it is important to state the basic 
concepts of our study. They are the following: academic writing
and academic literacy. The essence of the word «academic» in
English is related to education and science. So the foreign scien-
tist Morley-Warner considers that the term «academic writing» 
means the style of writing that investigates the state of an issue 
and presents the reader’s position based on the evidence of his/
her research. Academic or critical writing is the way you take 
part in the academic debate. You weigh up critically the eviden-
ce and arguments of others and contribute your own [5, p. 3-5].

Irvin is sure that academic writing is always a form of evalua-
tion that asks you to determinate knowledge and show proficie-
ncy with certain disciplinary skills of thinking, interpreting and 
presenting [4, p.4].

Scientists Fitzmaurice, O’Farrell have highlighted that a de-
tached and objective approach is required in most forms of ac-
ademic writing. An academic argument always appeals to logic 
and provides evidence in support of an intellectual position. 
They have stressed that it is important to present the arguments
in logical order and to come to definite conclusions. In their op-
inions in academic writing the writers always interact with each 
other’s texts and so there will be frequent references to the ideas, 
thinking or research of other authors writing in this scientific
field [2, p.6-7].

Irvin has defined three characteristics of the academic writi-
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ng: They are the following: 1) clear evidence in writing that the
writers have been persistent, open-minded, and disciplined in 
the study; 2) the dominance of the reason over emotions or se-
nsual perception; 3) an imagined reader who is coolly rational, 
reading for information and intending to formulate a reasoned 
response [4, p. 4-6].

The comparative analysis of the characteristics of the acade-
mic writing has showed that scientist Hartley has used another 
approach to this problem. He has mentioned that the main ch-
aracteristics of academic writing are unnecessarily complicated, 
pompous, long-winded, technical, impersonal, authoritative, 
humourless, elitist, and excludes outsiders, objectiveness, hiera-
rchical, focused, conservative, neutral [3, p.13-16].

The implementation of productive teaching academic writi-
ng in English to doctoral students requires application of such 
principles as:

1. Clear purpose. The goal of the paper is to answer the ques-
tion you posed as your topic. Your question gives you a purpose. 
The most common purposes in academic writing are to persua-
de, analyse/synthesize and inform.

2. Audience engagement. Academic writing is directed to a 
specific audience in mind.

3. Clear point of view. Academic writing, even that with an 
informative purpose, is not just a list of facts or summaries of 
sources. Although you will present other people’s ideas and re-
search, the goal of your paper is to show what you think about 
these things. Your paper will have and support your own origi-
nal idea about the topic. 

4. Single focus. Every paragraph in your paper will support 
your thesis statement. 

5. Logical organization. Academic writing follows a standard 
organizational pattern. For academic essays and papers, there is 
an introduction, body and conclusion. Each paragraph logically 
leads to the next one. 

6. Strong support. Each body paragraph will have sufficient
and relevant support for the topic sentence and thesis stateme-
nt. 

7. Clear and complete explanations. As the writer, you need 
to do all the work for the reader. The reader should not have to
think hard to understand your ideas, logic or organization. 
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8. Effective use of research. Your paper should refer to a vari-
ety of current, high-quality, professional and academic sources. 

9. Correct formal style. All academic papers should follow 
the requirement of your organisation.

10. Writing style. You should use your own words whenever 
possible. Your writing should be clear, concise and easy to read. 
It is also very important that there is no grammar, spelling, pun-
ctuation or vocabulary mistakes in academic writing [6, p. 4-5].

The application of such didactic principles is of great impo-
rtance for productive teaching academic writing in English as 
continuity of the levels of training, integrity of teaching the spe-
ech activity such as; competent integration of all types of speech 
activity (reading, writing, listening, speaking), complexity and 
adaptability in order to provide both efficiency of teaching acad-
emic writing in a foreign language, development of professional 
competences [7, p. 50-51].

Speaking about the structure of the course «Academic Writ-
ing» it should be mentioned that the three-credit-course addr-
esses doctoral students in order to form professionally oriented 
communicative linguistic competences (linguistic, sociolingui-
stic and pragmatic) for ensuring their effective communication
in the European academic environment. 

The course consists of two semantic modules. The Semantic
Module 1 «Communication in the academic environment» pre-
sents common errors found in academic writing, along with tips 
for guiding the reader along a logical path toward the intended 
conclusion. In addition to style and development lessons, the 
module provides an overview of different documentation styles
recognized in all European countries and explains the risk of 
plagiarism and methods to avoid it at the European and national 
levels.

At the end of the semantic module 1 the doctoral students 
will be able to demonstrate the ability to define a research prob-
lem clearly and create a logical structure to develop the topic; to 
identify the proper documentation style and writing techniques 
for an academic paper; to describe different types of plagiarism
and identify proper citation techniques for crediting others’ id-
eas generally accepted in the European academic environment; 
to describe the characteristics of the different types of academic
writing.
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The Semantic Module 2 «Academic foreign language» desc-
ribes various types of academic writing and the proper tone for 
each: discussion posts, essays, case studies, research papers and 
dissertations. The content, development and form for each type
of writing are discussed, focusing on the planning and purpose 
of different assignments. Lessons include the main points of an
ideal discussion board post, the four common modes of discou-
rse, the process and planning involved in writing a formal rese-
arch paper or dissertation.

The semantic module 2 is aimed at helping the doctoral stu-
dents navigate available foreign sources to display and develop 
the research problem presented. It starts with the ability to eva-
luate and find credible sources for a research paper, with the su-
bsequent modules exploring the foreign resources available via 
websites, journals, books, monographs or other sources. This
module will guide the student through the practical considerati-
ons of writing a research paper: manuscript layout, writing style, 
grammar and word choice. The main purpose of this module is
to provide clear, step-by-step advice on how to start and finish
the task of writing. 

At the end of the semantic module 2 the doctoral students 
will be able to list various foreign sources that are used for aca-
demic research; to select credible sources for the research prob-
lem presented; to identify the purpose of a paper and select ex-
amples of proper manuscript layout; to recognize errors of style, 
imprecise language, passive voice, slang, excessive wordiness; to 
demonstrate an understanding of proper grammar, including 
consistent verb tense, correct subject-verb agreement and unif-
ormity of phrases; to determine the appropriate in-text citation 
style; to demonstrate understanding of how to reference direct 
quotations or paraphrased ideas according to the requirements 
of European scientific ethics and norms.

Conclusions. The problem of preservation the European
oriented component in the educational process of the doctoral 
students, arising from the reformation of the doctoral studies in 
Ukrainian national system of higher education, is very urgent 
in the training course «Academic Writing». In the frame of the 
course «Academic Writing» for the doctoral students the gen-
eral competence of the researcher who is ready to be a part of 
European research space is formed. The European component
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of the course «Academic Writing» for doctoral students in the 
framework of the project Jean Monnet Module includes the fo-
rmation of communicative skills of dialogue in Ukrainian and 
English with a foreign scientific community, in particular with-
in the frame of an interdisciplinary and/or international expert 
environment, in the process of presentation the materials and 
results of the research in the form of scientific articles, repor-
ts, multimedia presentations in accordance with the European 
requirements accepted in the professional community; the for-
mation of skills of modeling foreign scientific texts of different
genres in accordance with the requirements of scientific style,
including using information technologies; the formation of ski-
lls to speak clearly on a wide range of topics, express own views 
on a particular problem, presenting various arguments for and 
against, display in the process of communication understanding 
of the peculiarities of the European scientific ethics and norms,
cultures and traditions of people.
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